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SRMBC FAMILY BIBLE STUDY

Bible Study Schedule May 2022

Date Study Title Scriptures

5/4/2022 The Long Way Home II Peter 1:1 – 11

5/11/2022 If I Should Die… II Peter 1:12 – 21

5/18/2022 FollowWhich Leader II Peter 2

5/25/2022 The Fire Next Time II Peter 3
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This Week’s Lesson – May 18, 2022

I & II Peter: 
Following Christ In A Hostile World 

Lesson 10: 
Follow Which Leader

II Peter 2 

Introduction to II Peter   
Author: II Peter 1:1 specifically states that the apostle
Peter was the author.

Date of Writing: between A.D. 65 and 68.

Purpose of Writing: To call Christians to grow strong in
their faith via God’s Word and the sure return of Jesus.

Practical Application:

• Believers are to become more mature in their faith by
adding to it specific Christian virtues.

• All Christians are to be so grounded in the Word that
we will be able to discern truth from error.

• We are nearer to our Lord’s return than the 1st
Christians. We need to get ready.

The Apostle 
Peter 
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Read II Peter 2

1. Why are false teachers dangerous (1:20—2:3)?

• Human Will: Instead Of Teaching Scripture, False Teachers
Lead From Their Thoughts And Passions.

• Harmful Heresy: False Teachers Promote Doctrines The Go
Against The Word And Lead People To Destruction.

• Hinders Witness: False Teachers By Their Sinful Behavior
Hinder The Witness Of The Gospel.

• Horrific End: Because of the Manipulation of God’s People,
They Will Receive God’s Swift and Sure Judgement.

“Blessed is the man. Who walks not in the counsel of the
ungodly, …But his delight is in the law of the Lord” (Psalm 1:1)
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2. Study verses 4-9. What did Peter want his readers to learn
from these Old Testament events?

Angels/Demons: (Isa.14:12, Eze 28:16, Rev.12:7-9)

• Lesson To Be Learned: No matter how high you are
if you rebel against the God and His Word The Lord
will execute His righteous judgement.

Noah & The Flood (Gen. 6 – 7)

• Lesson To Be Learned: Avoiding the judgement of
God requires us to resist the crowd and stay with
the minority in the truth.

2. Study verses 4-9. What did Peter want his readers to learn
from these Old Testament events?

Lot & Sodom & Gomorrah (Genesis 19:12-29)

• Lesson To Be learned: Even when the Pressure to
compromise is fierce, The Lord is able to deliver us.

“… wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to
destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the
gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a
few find it.” (Matthew 7:13-14)
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3. How can these OT events help you endure environments
around you that oppose true teachings about God?

• Scriptural Case Examples: The OT shows us that that false
teachers and the temptation to sin is not new.

• Spiritual Courage: Those who resisted false teachers faced
even greater threats then we do today – it takes courage!

• Steadfast Confidence: God has show that He see us and
what we are facing – He will come through and deliver us.

“No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to
mankind. And God is faithful… he will also provide a way out so
that you can endure it.” (I Cor 10:13)

4. What characteristics should alert us that we are encountering
a false teacher (vv. 10-19)?

Characteristics of False Teachers

• Corrosive Characteristics: Desire Of The Flesh, Eyes Full
Of Adultery, They Never Stop Sinning.

• Divisive Characteristics: Bold And Arrogant, Despise
Authority.

• Destructive Character: Blaspheme In Matters They Do
Not Understand.

• Dismissive Characteristics: Reveling In Their Pleasures
Appealing To The Lustful Desires Of The Flesh
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4. What characteristics should alert us that we are encountering
a false teacher (vv. 10-19)?

• Manipulative Characteristics: They Entice Weak People;
(Balaam son of Bezer, who loved the wages of
wickedness)

• Deceptive Characteristics: They Promise False Freedom

“Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s
clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. By their
fruit you will recognize them.” (Matt. 7:15 – 16)

5. Why might some people be attracted to teachers with these
characteristics?

• Weak Willed: People governed by the influences of
their past and/or the opinions of other people.

• Weak In The Word: People who do study, apply the
Word - listening instead to what false teachers say.

• Weak In Worldview: They fail to see the world in the
way God sees it – leaving them open to manipulation

“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put
on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand
against the devil’s schemes” (Eph. 6:10)
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6. What kinds of false freedom might a new or weak Christian
find enticing?

• Freedom From Submission: false teachers influence
people to put their own meaning on what God says in His
Word.

• Freedom From Struggle: False Teachers promise health,
wealth, and a life of ease – Free from tribulations.

• Freedom From Sanctification: Instead of living Holy Lives
False teachers encourage weak believers to abuse Grace

“And remember, if you were a slave when the Lord called you,
you are now free in the Lord” (I Cor. 7:22)

7. Why might it be better if a false teacher had never known the truth
(vv. 20-22)?

Points to Ponder:

• The more you know of Christ and his way, the more
severe will be your judgment for not trusting and obeying

• The more evidence you have of Christ's reality, the more
severe your judgment for not repenting.

• Perhaps Peter recalled Judas, one of the 12, who was a
tool of the devil and was never born again.

“When an impure spirit comes out of a person, [It] takes with
it 7 other spirits more wicked than itself, … And the final
condition of that person is worse than the first.” (Mt. 7:43)
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8. How can you protect yourself from the influence of false teachers?

• Recognize the Reality of the Danger: The first line of
defense against a danger is to recognize that the
danger exists (II Cor.11:13-15).

• Recognize the Characteristics of the False Teacher: The
Bible has given descriptions of false teachers so we can
quickly identify them (II Pet. 2:4 – 9).

• Rely On the Truth Of The Bible: The Bible is the
foundation we need for salvation and Christian life. –
be on guard! (1 Pet. 5:8)

8. How can you protect yourself from the influence of false teachers?

• Resist “New” Extra-Biblical Teachings: When someone
comes with “new” doctrine that is not from the Bible, we
should be very careful (Gal. 1:8).

• Review Our Own Motives: We lose discernment of false
doctrines when by our desires and prefer to believe what
we want.

“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, …
that you may observe to do according to all that is written in
it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you
will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8)
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9. What can you institute to keep from being a false teacher ?

• Prayer To God: Asking the Lord to continually search our
hearts and correct us when we go astray (Psalm 139:23 –
24).

• Proving By The Scriptures: Prayerfully check our teaching
by the Bible – as we are led by the Holy Spirit (Rom. 12:1 –
2).

• Partnership With Others: Have trusted disciples that can
speak honestly speak into your life (Pro. 27:17)

“Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test
yourselves. (II Cor. 13:5 )

Keys For Living
• The best way to avoid being taken in by false teachers is

to commit to studying and knowing the Word for
ourselves.

• The OT provides many examples of what happens when
God’s people give in the false teachers and how to avoid
them.

• Jesus calls us as His disciples to not only know Him but to
continue to grow in our knowledge of Him.
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