
SRMBC FAMILY BIBLE STUDY

Hosea: God’s Persistent Love 



Bible Study Schedule Sept – Nov/Dec 2022
Date Lesson Title Scripture

9/14/2022 A Share in God's Pain Hosea 1:1—2:13

9/21/2022 A Vision of the Possible Hosea 2:14—3:5

9/28/2022 Back to the Present Hosea 4

10/5/2022 Sins of the Leadership Hosea 5

10/12/2022 A Temporary Repentance Hosea 6:1-10

10/19/2022 No Place to Hide Hosea 6:11—7:16

10/26/2022 Substitute Gods Hosea 8:1—9:9

11/2/2022 Recalling Young Love Hosea 9:10—10:15

11/9/2022 Mercy Overrules Hosea 11:1-11

11/16/2022 Yet Justice Prevails Hosea 11:12—12:14

11/23/2022 Thanksgiving Break No Study

11/30/2022 The Sign of Love Hosea 13

12/7/2022 God's Final Promise Hosea 14



This Week’s Lesson – November 30, 2022 

Major Messages From Minor Prophets
Hosea: God’s Persistent Love

Lesson 11: 
The Sign of Love

Hosea 13







Introduction to Hosea

Author: Hosea, the son of Beeri

Date of Writing: Between 755 and 725 B.C.

Purpose of Writing: To remind Israel (and us) that Our
God’s loving covenant with His people is unwavering.

Practical Application:

• Hosea shows us of God’s unconditional love. But it is
shows us how God feels when His Children sin.

• When we do sin, if we repent God, will bring us back
and show His never-ending love to us (1 John 1:9).

• As we remember all God has done for us in Christ
we will rejoice and obey the One who give us
eternal life instead of the hell we deserve.

The Prophet 
Hosea  



The Prophet Hosea & His Wife Gomer 

• Gomer was the unfaithful wife of Hosea the
prophet.

• God gave Hosea an unusual command: “Go,
marry a promiscuous woman…for like an
adulterous wife this land is guilty of
unfaithfulness to the Lord” (vs. 1:2).

• After bearing 3 children, Gomer left Hosea
to live with another man. But God
Commanded Hosea to buy her back ( 3:1)

• The Lord used their relationship to show
how God remains faithful even when His
people don’t (2:19–20, 14: 4 – 7).

Hosea & Gomer   



Read Hosea 13



Hosea 13:1 – 4 (NIV)
1 When Ephraim spoke, people trembled; he was exalted in
Israel. But he became guilty of Baal worship and died.
2 Now they sin more and more; they make idols for themselves
from their silver, cleverly fashioned images, all of them the
work of craftsmen. It is said of these people, “They offer human
sacrifices! They kiss calf-idols!”
3 Therefore they will be like the morning mist, like the early
dew that disappears, like chaff swirling from a threshing floor,
like smoke escaping through a window.
4 “But I have been the Lord your God ever since you came out
of Egypt. You shall acknowledge no God but me, no Savior
except me.



Hosea 12:5 – 9 (NIV)
5 I cared for you in the wilderness, in the land of burning
heat.
6 When I fed them, they were satisfied; when they were
satisfied, they became proud; then they forgot me.
7 So I will be like a lion to them, like a leopard I will lurk by
the path.
8 Like a bear robbed of her cubs, I will attack them and rip
them open; like a lion I will devour them— a wild animal
will tear them apart.
9 “You are destroyed, Israel, because you are against me,
against your helper.



Hosea 13:10 – 13 (NIV)
10 Where is your king, that he may save you? Where are
your rulers in all your towns, of whom you said, ‘Give me
a king and princes’?
11 So in my anger I gave you a king, and in my wrath I took
him away.
12 The guilt of Ephraim is stored up, his sins are kept on
record.
13 Pains as of a woman in childbirth come to him, but he is
a child without wisdom; when the time arrives, he
doesn’t have the sense to come out of the womb.



Hosea 13:14 – 16 (NIV)
14 “I will deliver this people from the power of the grave; I will
redeem them from death. Where, O death, are your plagues?
Where, O grave, is your destruction? “I will have no
compassion,
15 even though he thrives among his brothers. An east wind
from the Lord will come, blowing in from the desert; his spring
will fail and his well dry up. His storehouse will be plundered of
all its treasures.
16 The people of Samaria must bear their guilt, because they
have rebelled against their God. They will fall by the sword;
their little ones will be dashed to the ground, their pregnant
women ripped open.”



1. Trace the stages of Israel's spiritual decline in this chapter.

God’s Deliverance From 
Egypt/Blessings 

God’s Wrath & 
Israel’s Destruction

Israel’s Pride 
Rebellion Asking for a king 

Israel’s Idolatry 

Israel's Spiritual Decline 



2. Vs. 1 says that Israel fell into Baal worship and "died.“ In what
sense did their idol worship result in death?

• Death of Spirituality: Idolatry “kills" the worshiper
because it negates the worshiper's life as it was meant to
be lived.

• Death of Vitality: Idols can bring physical death but more
typically the idol deals death to the worshiper's spirit.

• Death of Prosperity: While they lived in apparent power
and prosperity, eventually they were taken into captivity.

“Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world…
And the world passeth away…but he that doeth the will of
God abideth forever.” I John 2:15, 17 (KJV)



3. What do the images of Israel’s destiny (v. 3) have in common
with the Consequences of their Idolatry (vv. 3, 7-8)?

• Sudden Destruction: Like a mist, smoke and chaff that
disappears and lion and bear those attacks – God’s
punishment would be sudden

• Severe Destruction: God’s punishment would be
severe, disappearing, swirling, ripping, tearing,
devouring.

• Sure Destruction: God gave them warning after
warning and since they did not repent, God’s warnings
were true to His Word.



4. What elements are shared by the images of what God will
do to Israel (vv. 7-8)?

• Elements of Patience: Like a lion, leopard and bear,
God would be waiting (in hopes of their
repentance) for the right time for punishment.

• Elements of Violence: Like a lion, leopard and a
bear, the Lord would use ungodly Assyria as His
instrument of His punishment (II Kings 17)

• Elements of Justice: As a bear is robbed of her cubs
and seeks justice, God’s punishment of Israel is just.



5. How does God's purpose for his people explain the severity
of his judgment throughout this passage?

• Purpose To Proclaim God’s Word: God’s purpose for Israel
to acknowledge the truth of God’s Word.

• Purpose To Present God’s Worth: God purpose is to set
His people apart to worship God and God alone.

• Purpose To Be God’s Witnesses: As His called people, God
has them/us the privilege and responsibility to
demonstrate His goodness to the world.

“For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance”
Romans 11:29 (KJV)



6. How does God's purpose for his people explain the severity
of his judgment throughout this passage?

• Scriptural Purpose: God’s purpose for Israel is to fulfill His
promise to bring the Messiah into the world (Gen. 3:15)

• Spiritual Purpose: That Israel-and all people-will
acknowledge him as the only God. (Ex 20:3).

• Serious Purpose: Israel were to be His witnesses that
God/Jesus is the only way of salvation.

“But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the
praises of Him who called you…” 1 Peter 2:9 (NKJV)



7. Why would a nation-or a person-turn against the divine
Helper (Vs. 9)?

• Human Wisdom: Sees God’s help as unlikely to fulfill the
desires that caused the rebellion in the first place.

• Human Pride: Pride makes it difficult for people to accept
help from the one they are rebelling against.

• Human Sin: Man’s sinful nature causes him to instinctively
rebel against God and purpose for our lives.

“You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth …But you do not
realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked…
repent. I stand at the door and knock.” Rev. 3:17, 20 (KJV)



8. In judgment, the Lord made a promise of redemption from
death (v. 14). What qualities of the Lord make his promise
possible?
• God’s Character: He is the essence of righteousness and can’t

lie. He is the truth and only speaks the truth.

• God is Unchanging: God never changes in His Person, His
Power or His Purposes.

• God’s Infinite Wisdom: When he makes a promise, it’s the
best possible promise he can make.

“The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. But
thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ.” I Cor. 15:56 – 57 (NKJV)



9. Where do you believe God is disciplining you right now, and
what will you do to yield to his discipline?
Why God’s Discipline Comes:

• Unresolved Relationships: Focused On Hurt Or Injustices
Done By Others Over God.

• Unconfessed Sins: Focused On Our Status In The Eyes Of
Others Over God.

• Unconquered Fears: Focused On Our Insecurities And
Weaknesses Over God.

• Unprocessed Pain: Focused On Past Wounds Or
Disappointments Over God.



9. Where do you believe God is disciplining you right now, and
what will you do to yield to his discipline?

How To Yield to God’s Discipline:

• Listen For God’s Word of Discipline: Read and listen to all of
Scripture – not just the “feel good” parts.

• Accept God’s Will In Discipline: See discipline as proof (not a
rejection) of your sonship in Christ.

• Confess The Sins That Brought on God’s Discipline: Agree with
God on what He says about your sinful behavior.

• Receive God’s Forgiveness: Reject condemnation – walk in
God’s acceptance of you as His child.



Keys For Living
• It angers God when His people deliberately give their

worship to idol gods they have created instead of the
God who created them.

• Remembering who the Lord is and all He has done for
us will keep us from straying off into disobedience and
idolatry.

• In Christ God demonstrates His love – sending Him to
die in our place, even while we were still sinners.




